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CANDY STRIPED LEAFHOPPER

SCIENTIFIC CLASSIFICATION: Animalia | Arthropoda |
| Insecta | Homoptera | Cicadellidae | Cicadellinae |

Craphocephala | Graphocephala coccinea

FAMOUS RELATIVES: Zyzzogetons, a rare branch on the leafhopper family tree
that's most known for being the last entry in Webster's New International
Dictionary. Dziwneono, more cousins to the candy striped leafhopper whose
name means “a strange one” in Polish.

SIZE: About 1/3 of an inch

HOW YOU MICHT COME ACROSS IT: You may spot them on blueberry or rose
bushes, but you won't see them long before they jump away.

HOW TO IDENTIFY IT: Look for the vivid striping of blue and red on this North
American leafhopper.

WHAT IT EATS: The Candy Striped Leafhopper feeds on plant sap, which it
drains from the plant with the help of specialized mouthparts.

WHAT EATS IT: Spiders, lacewings, parasitic wasps, ladybugs and many others

LOCATION: ACTIVITY CYCLE: HABITAT:

Central America to Canada Day Bushes and shrubs

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW: The Candy Striped Leafhopper may well be the
best-dressed bug on the planet. As a contestant for this glorious honor, this
leafhopper is decked out in red and luminous blue stripes that really make it
stand out from the rest.

Scientists aren't sure why this colorful pattern appears on Candy Striped
Leafhoppers - it certainly isn't to help with camouflage. Instead, the Candy
Striped Leafhopper, which looks a bit like a miniature grasshopper, is easy to
spot when resting on the plants it eats.

In fact, rather than rely on camouflage as
most insects do, this bug has another
defense that protects it from predators. It's
a trait that lets it live up to the other part of
its name - leafhopper. When trouble comes
near, the Candy Striped Leafhopper will
launch itself into the air in a powerful leap.
This split-second jump is often enocugh to
escape any danger that approaches,

including people.

Beyond its striking colors and super-jump, the Candy Striped Leafhopper
has another amazing (and kinda gross) feature - this insect is also a
miniature squirt gun. Thanks to this ability, a leafhopper is sometimes
nicknamed a “sharpshooter bug,” and its built-in squirt gun fires a spray of
droplets several body lengths away.

What's gross about a squirt-gun wielding
insect? Well, as you may have guessed,
leafhoppers aren't squirting fresh water,
and it's not coming from a toy gun.
Instead, their squirt gun is filled with a
substance called honeydew they shoot
from their butts. Though it has a nice
name, honeydew isn't all that nice - in
fact, it's little more than bug pee laced
with sugars.

What's with all the squirting, you ask? The Candy Striped Leafhopper feeds on
plants by jabbing its mouthparts through the outer layer of a plant and slurping
up its juices. It then processes the juice as best it can and then stores it in its
squirt gun. Once its tank is filled, the squirt gun starts firing - often at a
machine-gun pace!

Though the Candy Striped Leafhopper is interesting, it can be a problem for
gardeners. Its efforts to drink tasty plant juice can spread disease from one
plant to the next. On its own, a leafhopper won't do much physical damage to
a plant, but a heavy infestation of Candy Striped Leafhoppers can cause
leaves to curl up and die.

What's your favorite attribute of this impressive insect? Its super-jump? Their
amazing colors? Or its fully-loaded butt cannon?



